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Festival of Children’s Literature

ABOUTBOOKAROO

Based in New Delhi, Bookaroo Trust is committed to bringing good literature to children
and spread the joy of reading. Promoting book-related events, Bookaroo works in tandem
with writers, illustrators, storytellers, theatre people, publishers, editors and schools.

Bookaroo is a winner of the Festival of the Year Award at the International Excellence
Awards in the 2017 London Book Fair. The festival that began in 2008 has, since, travelled
to 17 cities (in India, Malaysia and Sri Lanka) and has completed 45 editions in 15 years,
focuses on ‘Reading for Pleasure’.
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D.P. DHAR MEMORIAL TRUST
LEARN TO GIVE

ABOUT D.P.DHARMEMORIALTRUST

'The DP Dhar Memorial Trust is an non-profit trust established in memory of Late D P Dhar, a
prominent figure known for his commitment and dedication to the people of Jammu and Kashmir.
'The trust aims to honor his legacy and continue his vision of strengthening the socio-economic
fabric of the state through empowerment and self-reliance.

Recognizing education as a vital tool for achieving these goals, the trust took a significant step by
setting up the first CBSE school in the Kashmir region in 2003. This initiative was made possible
through a partnership with the prestigious Delhi Public School Society, which brings its expertise
and experience in providing quality education.

By establishing this school, the DP Dhar Memorial Trust seeks to provide accessible and high-
quality education to the students of Jammu and Kashmir. It strives to create an environment that
fosters academic excellence, character development, and overall growth of the students. Through
its educational endeavors, the trust aims to contribute to the upliftment and progress of the region.

Overall, the DP Dhar Memorial Trust stands as a testament to the vision and values of Late D P
Dhar, working towards the betterment of Jammu and Kashmir through education and empowerment.
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Festival of Children’s Literature

Dear Friend,

It is difficult question to answer. Why does Srinagar attract Bookaroo?
So much so that this literature festival for children has visited Srinagar
six times already and this is the seventh. Ever since 2011 when the first
edition was held, Bookaroo has never missed a visit when the opportunity
presented itself.

There are a host of reasons why the Bookaroo caravan stops by so often.
The audience, the hospitality, the friendly faces, the location, the support,
the joy, the DPS teachers, staff — and, most importantly, the Dhars (Vijay
and Kiran Dhar, Vikas and Sunanda have been ardent believers in the
festival for 13 years now).

It is not the easiest of tasks to take a festival of this scale many miles out
of the comfort of its home base. Obstacles of all kinds crop up, some
expected and others that come out of the blue. This year, too, was no
different.

Thankfully for Bookaroo, with obstacles came friends. When we floated
the idea of a seventh trip to the Valley, 15 publishers and well-wishers
(you can see their names on the cover) of Bookaroo put up their hands
to facilitate the journey.

The speakers - all 30 of them - too threw in their lot discussing, debating,
examining, responding and fine-tuning sessions, sometimes at the oddest
of hours, no questions asked. We had a lot of fun putting together the
58 sessions that you see in the following pages. It was serendipitous at

the same time.

One does not sit down to analyse serendipity. One can only thank
serendipity. Bookaroo Srinagar is just that..

o

Venkatesh & Swati
Festival Directors
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Volchatatha

Supported by
10007930 Stories to Remember fh
Sonia Duggal KATHA

Let’sgoonajourneywith Daddoo, the toad. Meetaking wholoses hismoustache
and a crocodile who never stops smiling. Enter the world of fun, imagination
and adventure withKatha Kahaniyan.

oso00  Mister Water's World

¥  SimiSrivastava

A Heythere, folks! Here’s Mister Water,and guess what? His world revolvesaround
each one of you! Dive in and discover the fascinating science behind him and
meet hisincredible pals, Alex and Pino. Make a splash together!

"2 The Polar Bear and the Magic Brush
Shefali Malhotrra

It’sallwhite onthesnow-covered mountains except foroneday when Something
Magical happens! Want toknow more?

Supported by

12:00-12:30 SDI ceit UD
age » H
6 Sadaf Hussain

Spiceshavestoriestoo,somespicyandothersnot sospicy. Join Sadaf todiscover
how spices canspiceupourlivesinmorewaysthanone.



13:00-13:30

14:30-15:00

age

15:00-15:30

22" June, 2024 LUV

Chand Zameen Pe
Shefali Malhotrra

The princess wants the moon. It is not an easy task to fulfil her desire, but can
you assist Shefali as she attempts to solve this tough problem? Come along
if you think you can.

. Supported by
Music Carpet 5
Canato Jimo S

Tale as old as time, song as old as rhyme... Come join Canato as he takes you
on a musical carpet ride.

A Bagful of Stories Supportedby
Simi Srivastava

Discoverthemagicinside the Scholasticbag, whereeverystoryisagemwaiting
tobeunearthed.Diveintoadventuresfilled withheroes, mysteriesand endless
wonder.Embark onthese captivating journeysandlet yourimaginationsoar!

Steam Tales

Usha Venkatraman

What do science and fun have to do with Jack and Alexander T Wolf. Find out
with Usha.
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Wothshofs

10:00 -11:00

age

11:30 -12:30

7
age

12-14

13:00 -14:00

14:30 -15:30

Togetherness
Usha Venkatraman

Look around you. Everyone and everything is connected. Usha tells you how
to live in harmony-using props, puppets and music and some special animal
characters.

What Makes YOU, YOU? Supported by

Zarin Virji

Haveyoueverbeenapartofclassroompranks—realorimagined? What makes
you different from others? Do teachers and parents really understand you?
Let’s talk and write about you.

Experiments with Mister Water supportedby
Adil Shaikh

Nurture your curiosity and observational skills. Try these simple experiments
with Adil. Test the theories of science. Don’t miss this fact- and fun-packed
session with a big surprise at the end.

H Supported by
Avi Fights a Monster @
Tanya Majmudar @

How do you handle your emotions? How does being in nature make you feel?
Join Avi in an emotional ride as he fights monsters, climbs trees and learns to
open up about his feelings.
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Studio

10:00 -11:00

11:30-12:30

13:00-14:00

14:30-15:30

Supported by

Uncover India’s Art Mysteries S
Mamta Nainy :i&&

Delveintothemysteriesof Indianart, explorediverseartistic periods, different
art forms and take a sneak peek into the lives of artists working in different
times and spaces, one curious case at a time.

Supported by

Adogwithoutahomeandagirl withasecret superpower. What happenswhen
the two meet? Which superpower would you like to have especially if you had
achancetohelp our planet and nature?

Supported by

Connecting with the World rjhachette

Archana Garodia Gupta

What is the connection between zero, chicken and plastic surgery? Find out
more about these and other fascinating stories as we go back through history
with Archana.

Nothing is Difficult Supportedby

Pragati Sureka

Hey, how is life? Busy? Are there too many things that need your attention
and you domt know where to start? Pragati tells you how to manage difficult
situations and communicate in a healthy manner.
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mmmi“w
Supported by

10:00-11:00 i
Storytime -

' Nicholas Hoffland P
Come, let’s write astory together. Itisn’t as tough as you think - once you know

how! Who knows, you may love writing stories that others enjoy.

Supported by

11:30 -12:30 i
= Tangle Timel /i‘x
Mamta Nainy N

Ablank page hasneverbeenmoreinviting! Joininaswetapintoourimagination
and turn our tangled words into beautiful art!

13:00 -14:00 D | no D ay| Supported by
o) TeamDK DVK

TeamDKbringstoyouafunsessiononthemost famousreptilesthateverlived
on Earth - with activities, quizzes, and videos!

Qissebaazi - Qissa Khatar Patar Bicycle Ka

The Hoshruba Repertory Supportedby %DSmef @iss‘ﬂ”ﬁ“?i

Kya hai yeh cycle ka gissa? Find out in this dramatic storytelling performance
of renowned humourist Pitras Bukhari’s tale Marhoom Ki Yaad Mein.
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Crafty Comer

(Limited to 50)
Supported by
1000100 (Calours of Nature Q
TanyaMajmudar ﬂ”ﬁ‘ﬁl

1:30 -12:30
\ 8
age
8-10
\

13:00 -14:00

14:30 -15:30

7
age

L12-14

Whyisaredmuniared? Why doesabullfrog turnyellow? Why do sunbirds shine?
Diveintothehowsandwhys of coloursinthenatural world evenasyoudipyour
hands into colours and recreate some of the magic of nature.

Dream Covers
Ulfat Ara

You have seen books. You have seen book covers. Have you ever judged a book
by its cover? Here is a chance for you to design and create a book cover that
you want.

Supported by
Monsters, Monsters Everywhere! -
Isha Nagar Poxtoe

Ahappy monster,asad monster,anangry monster oradisappointed monster.
Join Isha and create fun monster masks that show how you are feeling. And
wear them proudly too!

Make a Zine in 3 Steps Supportedby
;
Garima Gupta

What is a zine, what is zine culture and why are zines such an amazing tool for
sharing ideas. Learn all this while making your very own self-published small
magazine or ZINE.
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lhe Doodle Wall

(Limited to 50)

10:00 -11:00
e

age

L 12-14

1:30 -12:30

13:00 -14:00
3
age

8-10

N\ 4

14:30 -15:30

Cityscapes cooportedty
Garima Gupta

Imagine a city and describe it. Describe a city and imagine it. Let’s draw an
image of places we inhabit, that we call home or even a place that we dream
of.

Nature and Harmony

Masood Hussain

Explore naturein all its forms in this art workshop. From flowers and animals
to natural sciences and the environment, Masood will take you on a colourful
trip of awareness.

Supported by

Feathered Friends of the Forest supportedty
Niloufer Wadia R HLes

Birds of different colours, shapes, sizes and calls. How many can you draw to
filla Bookaroo forest?

. Supported by
A Space Trip to Remember 5
Canato Jimo =N

Beanastronaut foradayandvisit the sun,themoon, the planetsandthestars.
Areyou game?
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AU Doy, AU Ages

Supported by
PAN
Meet the Gruffalo BN
’ ' .INDIA
Say hello to the world’s most-loved monster who is walking the festival
grounds straight from the deep dark woods.

A Walk with Mister Water supportedby

MSCHOLASTIC

Meet the wonderful Mister Water as he strides through the festival
adorned in a costume reminding us of how precious water is!

Don’t forget to buy your favourite author’s and

illustrator’s books from the festival bookstore,
Eureka!, and have them signed at the Book
Signing Area after every session.
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Volchatatha

10:00 -10:30

10:30 -11:00

Mister Water's World Supportedby

Simi Srivastava

Hey there, folks! Here’s Mister Water, and guess what? His world revolves around
eachoneofyou! Diveinanddiscover the fascinating science behind himand meet
his incredible pals, Alex and Pino. Make a splash together!

Supported by

How are we Feeling Today?

Pragati Sureka

Happy, Angry, Sad or....? What’s the secret to a healthy mind? Come, join Pragati
to find the answers in this interactive, fun storytelling session. Parents too can
pick up a skill or two.

Lyrical Ladishah
Shazia Arshid

Clapyourhandsandtapyour feet with Shaziain this lively sessionas she performs
the traditional Kashmiri art form of Ladishah.

Supported by
Caribbean Caper 5
Canato Jimo
Do you know what a Calypsois? You will need to shake a little, clap a little
And, of course, sing a little too. And there is a Calypso for you.




13:00 -13:30
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age
8-10
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13:30 -14:00
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14:30 -15:00
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15:00 -15:30

age ’
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Mysterious Jungle Adventures
Shefali Malhotrra

Areyoubored, justlike the princeinthisstory? Thereisanadventurein the offing.
Come, join him. But wait! Are you also ready to solve a mystery?.

Earth Care Tales

Usha Venkatraman

Celebrate the forests, the oceans and the marvellous creatures that we share our
precious Earthwith. Usha brings tolife multi-cultural folktales fromaround the world.

Supported by

hljair:astaitn?at Weave Magic! &

Get ready for some armchair travel. Take an imaginary trip to a village in Kota,
Rajasthan, togetaglimpse of aweaver’'s family and the beautiful sarees they make.

A Splash of Fun
Sadaf Ashaq

Get ready for a ‘Splash-tastic’ time with Hugo, the baby hippo. Watch her going
forherfirst swimand dive into excitement, making waves as well as unforgettable
memories!
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Wothshofs

10:00 -11:00

PP
N\

1:30 -12:30

13:00 -14:00

age

14:30 -15:30

H Suppovrtedby
Birds Around Us ?
Tanya Majmudar o

Haveyou everseenthebirdsaroundyou? Doyou know what theyare? Comelearn
the basics of identifying birds in this fun session.

A Kamishibai Story
Shefali Malhotrra

Theemperoriswearing new clothes. Orishe? Listento this exciting tale as Shefali
uses just paper cards and pictures to bring the characters to life.

Just Imagine! Supportedby
Niloufer Wadia ﬁmﬁ

What would you look like if you had to draw yourself? What colour would you
paint yourself in? Would you have only 2 eyes? Would you like to have a tail? Or
horns? Or some magic powers? Let’s find out. (Limited to 60)

) ) Supported by
Weaving Written Words b))
Sonia Duggal KATHA

Diveintothe world of words whereimagination takes flight! Discover theamazing
things words can do and learn to write with confidence. Get ready to have a lot of
funand let your creativity soar!
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Studio

10:00 -11:00
age
11:30 -12:30
Ay
age
. 8-10
\

13:00 -14:00

14:30 -15:30

i i | Supported b
Experiments with Mister Water
Adil Shaikh

Nurtureyour curiosity and observational skills. Try these simple experiments with
Adil. Test the theories of science. Don’t miss this fact- and fun-packed session
with a big surprise at the end.

. . Supported by
Chasing H_|story pachetie
Archana Garodia Gupta

What would you do if you found yourself in a whole new world in the past? Join
the feisty and funny History Hunters on their adventures in the thrilling worlds of
Chandragupta Maurya, Chandragupta Vikramaditya and Akbar.

y Supported by
Guess Who's Come to School?

Zarin Virji
Adiis unlike most other 13-year-olds and so are his hobbies. He loves to read but

always about thisanimal that most people fear! Let’s not spill the beans yet. Join
the session to know more..

What's the Secret? ;p:gby
Anupama Jain Yqdomani,

Why do some stories stand the test of time? Is it because of the inherent human
values like love, friendship, hatred or villainy? Is there a secret sauce? Find out
with Anupama
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AHudstovivwm

10:00 -11:00

1:30 -12:30

age
13:00 -14:00

14:30 -15:30

, Supported by
Listenand Learn D
Anupama Jain gL

Stories of yore are treasures shared across generations. Listen to those amazing
old sagas and learn to spin your takes around them.

Supported by
What Food Tells Us
Sadaf Hussain BOOKS

Meet the brother-sister bunny duo, Phudku and Chamki. Listeninas Sadaf tells you
how they teamupto bake a cake with secretingredients like patience. Phudku and
Chamki also know how to make carrot soup.

. Supported by
Write a Story -
Nicholas Hoffland P

Think up a story. Write up a story. A story that others will enjoy. Is that all there is
toit? Find out with Nicholas in this interesting session.

Qissebaazi - Qissa Khatar Patar Bicycle Ka
The Hoshruba Repertory Supportedby “foshrusa’

.......................

Kya hai yeh cycle ka gissa? Find out in this dramatic storytelling performance of
renowned humourist Pitras Bukhari’s tale Marhoom Ki Yaad Mein.
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Crafty Comer

(Limited to 50)
Supported by
10:00 -11:00 3 2 ] ZOOm %
3868 , Canato Jimo 4

y

11:30 -12:30

13:00 -14:00

14:30 -15:30

N

Join Canato and have fun creating your own colourful galaxies and universes.

Creative Chaos Supportedby
RADL TAiEs:
Niloufer Wadia M

Let’'sgetalittlemessy. Cut papersintoshapes, get some paintonyourhands, create
surprise art collages. Here’s a fun mixed media exercise just for you. Just jump in.

Supported by
Quilt a Quilt é])
Sonia Duggal KATHA

Enterthe fascinating world of the ‘Africans of India’ — as the Siddi Tribes of Gujarat,
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka are known. Join Sonia to explore and learn about
the Siddis’ art of creating beautiful Kawandi quilts.

D K | Supported by
Saurus! \
Team DK DVK

Explore our prehistoric planet with Team DK. Watch as they unravel the mysteries
of the dinosaurs, discover new facts about how and where they lived, and find out
if some dinosaurs live among us today!
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lhe Doodle Wall

(Limited to 50)
1ooo-mee - Playing the Role Supportedby
Garima Gupta
Do writers always cook up characters? Did JK Rowling really know a boy who
looked like Harry Potter or did she imagine him? Where does one find characters
and how does one draw them?
11:30 -12:30 : i Supportedby
.20 Whatif Dinosaurs Came Back Today? e
; SagIeO Isha Nagar Harper
How would dinosaurs feel in the current times? How would you imagine them
getting through theirday? How would they feelabout climate change and pollution
levels? Let’s unravel their ideas, feelings and actions together!
13:00 -14:00 H A | supportedby
y Away! i

Isha Nagar Harper

What if you were to wake up one day and fly off to a strange land with peculiar
birds, talking trees, flying animals and friendly ghosts? Let’s explore magical
lands together.

Supported by
Mera Aasmaan
TanviBhat

What kinds of wonders would you findin the sky, if you flew upandlooked beyond the
clouds andrainbows? Come create your own Aasmaan full of drawings with Tanvi.
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AU Doy, AU Ages

Supported by
PAN
Meet the Gruffalo BN
’ ' .INDIA
Say hello to the world’s most-loved monster who is walking the festival
grounds straight from the deep dark woods.

A Walk with Mister Water supportedby

MSCHOLASTIC

Meet the wonderful Mister Water as he strides through the festival
adorned in a costume reminding us of how precious water is!

Don’t forget to buy your favourite author’s and

illustrator’s books from the festival bookstore,
Eureka!, and have them signed at the Book
Signing Area after every session.




Don’t forget to buy your favourite author’s and

illustrator’s books from the festival bookstore,
Eureka!, and have them signed at the Book
Signing Area after every session.




Face—to—Face

ADILSHAIKH

Adil, a passionate STEM trainer, loves to teach and learn science with children. He has been
spreading the “joys of science” for nine years. He is hoping to take STEM learning across India
and make science awesome for all.

ANUPAMA JAIN

Anupama, whowrites forbothchildrenandadults,istheauthorof fivebooksand13anthologies.
She is an acclaimed community builder, mentor, educator, creative writing consultant, multi-
award-winning blogger, closet Master-Chef, aspiring Multipotentialite and a Green Thumb.

ARCHANA GARODIAGUPTA

Archana,a winner of the TV Quiz BBC Mastermind India, has been on national television as an
expertonKaunBanegaCrorepati.Shehasaknack forweaving delightfulnuggets ofinformation
into engaging tales for children.

CANATOJIMO

Art director Canato, who comes from Nagaland, loves to watch picture books come alive.
He moonlights as a musician, loves to guzzle tea and pop bubble wraps, and is a recovering
stationery addict.

GARIMA GUPTA

Garimais an artist and picture book maker. She likes birds and her dog, Kaju. Garimais currently
working on a series of pop-up books about mental health for young readers.

ISHANAGAR

Ishaisanartist,illustrator,designerandacatlover. Apart fromworking onaward-winning books,
Ishacanbefoundswimmingintothegiganticwavesof colours, withlittle pauses tosniff newbooks.

MAMTA NAINY

Mamta, an award-winning children’s author of over 30 books, loves travelling but is too lazy to
doit, so she mostly makes do with reading. Her favourite place is right in the middle of a book.

MASOOD HUSSAIN

Masood’simaginative worksencompassvivid watercolor paintings, captivatinginstallationart,
intricaterelief pieces, and striking stone sculptures. He has been the head of the department of
applied art at Kashmir University.

NICHOLAS HOFFLAND

Nicholas spends time as a writer, art curator and design guy. As a cook, he mishmashes regional
cuisines and healthfood. He loves enabling all ages to enjoy Western and Indian classical music,
classicrock andjazz.
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NILOUFER WADIA

Niloufer has been drawing people all her life, but it was only eight years ago when she began
illustrating for children’s books that she discovered she can draw buildings, animals, birds and
insects - just about anything.

PRAGATISUREKA

Harvard-educatedresearcherandclinical psychologist Pragatihasfive published booksonmental
health and four in the pipeline. She has spoken at the World Economic Forum on her concept
of Emotional Ability Resources for building emotional intelligence and resilience in students.

SADAF ASHAQ

Sadaf, a passionate storyteller and teacher at DPS Srinagar’s Learning Resource Centre, holds
amaster’s degree in English Literature. With a love for captivating young minds, she eagerly
anticipates enchanting children whenever she meets them.

SADAF HUSSAIN

Chef, author and podcaster, Sadaf Hussain wears many hats! When he isn’t chewing on food
history or food stories, Sadaf likes to write and speak about culture and myth busting.

SHAZIA ARSHID

Shazia, whoteachesKashmiri,hasbeeninstrumentalinreviving theloveforthelanguageamong
students. Organising cultural programmes, folk dramas, singing competitions and Ladishahare
some of the ways in which she is doing so.

SHEFALIMALHOTRRA

Shefaliissometimesanadultrunning herventurewww.bukmuk.com,achildwhentelling stories
toherson,abuzzingbeewhenirritating herhusbandand,formost of the time, daydreaming with
herimaginary clown nose on.

SIMISRIVASTAVA

Multiple award-winner, master storyteller for three decades, founder Kathashala Storytelling
Instituteand Studio, children’sauthor, educationalist, curriculumdesigner, teacher trainer, story
therapist and corporate storyteller.

SONIADUGGAL

Soniaisanaccomplished author, curriculum developer, ESL instructor, and storyteller with over
twodecadesof experienceineducation. Shespecializesin creatingeducational content, teacher
training, and conducting writer’s workshops.

TANVIBHAT

Tanviisachildren’s bookiillustrator and author who has created books for many publishers. She
likes working with watercolours and gouache when making pictures, and scribbling on scraps of
paper that she’s constantly losing.



Face—to—Face

TANYAMAJMUDAR

Tanya is a children’s author, publisher and a project manager. When not working or travelling
inforests looking for wildlife, you can find her curled up in bed or sipping coffee with friends.

TEAMDK

TeamDK featuresNishwanRasool,seniorpictureresearcherandvisualstorytellerextraordinaire;
Zarak Rais, anincredible editor who lives and loves children’s books; Shahid Qureshi, an editor
who specializes in talking to children and Kingshuk Ghoshal, DK’s very own non-stop battery
and managing editor of books for kids.

THEHOSHRUBA REPERTORY

Theintent of 12-year-old Hoshruba Repertory, a theatre company founded by actor, storyteller,
poetanddirectorDanish Husain,is toperformhighliterary textsinanaccessible way. Danishwas
instrumentalinreviving Dastangoi, thelostart of Urdustorytelling, whichhelaterexpandedinto
the multilingual storytelling performance, Qissebaazi.

DevendraSinghKushwaisatheatre & filmactorbasedin Mumbai.Has successfully performed
withtheatre companieslike TheHoshrubaRepertoryand Rangshila. Prashant Sharmaisatheatre
andscreenactor.Hehassuccessfully performedinmany productions with theatre companieslike
TheHoshruba Repertory, Actor Factor Theatre Company and Aarambh Mumbai. Healso trained
with Kalakshetra, Manipur. Keith Antony Sequeira is an actor, singer, musician, writer and
dancer.He has been a part of many successful theatrical productionsincluding Disney’s Alladin;
and has been applauded for his performances in Netflix productions, Tooth Pari,and Yeh Ballet.

ULFATARA

Anartandcraftteacherat DPS Srinagar, Ulfat hasbeennurturing creativityandartisticexpression
in young minds for the past 11 years. She encourages self-expression, fine motor skills and an
appreciation for various art forms in children.

USHA VENKATRAMAN

Usha is an award-winning storyteller, TEDx speaker, educationist, author, classical vocalist,
puppeteer and radio show host, who inspires and transforms through stories. Her stories are an
intersection of Indian myths, folklore, feminism and music.

ZARINVIRJI

The teacher’s lens hasn't dulled her child’s-eye view of the world, thank goodness! Zarin writes
likeshe prays—straight fromtheheart, keepingitreal withanunwavering hope forabetterworld.
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